Foreign body ingestion is common in both the pediatric and adult population. Early studies suggest that 80% or more of foreign objects pass without a need for endoscopic intervention. 1 Even the majority of sharp-pointed objects in the stomach will pass without incident, but the risk of a complication is as high as 35%.
1 Therefore, The American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy guidelines recommend that sharp-pointed objects that have passed into the stomach or proximal duodenum should be retrieved endoscopically. 2 Use of various retrieval devices have been described, most commonly rat-tooth and alligator forceps, polypectomy snares, polyp graspers, baskets, and retrieval nets. 2 Biliary lithotripsy baskets are highly effective at fragmenting common bile duct stones. There have been a few case reports of lithotripsy utilization for the removal of oddly shaped and sharp objects. 3, 4 We describe the successful, off label use of a biliary lithotripsy basket to enable fragmentation and retrieval of a foreign body.
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